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OF POLITICAL REPRESSION VICTIMS OF SOVIET TIMES

Rehabilitation is the restoration of justice and his-
torical truth with respect to persons subjected to unfair 
repression in the era of Soviet totalitarianism. We distin-
guish between the legal rehabilitation and socio-politi-
cal or public rehabilitation.

After approval of the Law “On the Rehabilitation of 
Victims of Political Repressions in Ukraine” by the Ver-

has acquired a legal nature. The law covered all the cit-
izens who had been convicted on political, social, class, 

the payment of monetary compensation for the time 

to pay for housing and communal services, provision of 
medicines and the like. The commissions on the resto-
ration of rights of the rehabilitated were created at the 
regional councils. The practical application of the Law 
showed that this regulatory document did not take into 
account certain categories of citizens, victims of politi-
cal repression.

Currently, the working group at the Main editorial 
board of the book series “Rehabilitated by the Histo-
ry” drafted the bill “On the Rehabilitation of Victims 

of Political Repressions in Soviet-era Ukraine”, which 
-

tion of historical justice process, settlement of social 
relations associated with the restoration of social and 
economic, political or personal rights and freedoms of 
citizens, rights and interests of social, religious and na-
tional groups who have been victims of arbitrariness and 
lawlessness.

The existing legal framework for rehabilitation of 
victims of political repression is not perfect. It does 
not include certain categories of people and also lim-
its the rights of citizens to monetary compensation for 
detention, forced treatment, deportation, and loss of 
property. 

-
quires amendments and supplements, because it does 
not meet the needs of the time that complicates the work 
of regional commissions on rehabilitation.

The next step is the adoption of the new edition of 
the Law “On the Rehabilitation of Victims of Political 
Repressions in Soviet-era Ukraine” and other legislative 

-
ed that will contribute to establishing the historical truth 
and social justice.


